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	Parks and amenity grasslands


	What are parks and amenity grasslands?


Parks and amenity grasslands are large areas managed specifically for public use i.e. city and town parks, urban commons, golf courses, village greens, sports fields and landscaped areas within industrial sites. For the purposes of this plan they also include school grounds, churchyards and cemeteries. 

Amenity grassland normally involves intensive management of a limited number of grass species by frequent cutting, fertiliser application, herbicide use, watering and drainage. The resulting habitat is limited in the number of plant species present and the structure of the habitat.

The more diverse amenity sites may include single trees, small areas of woodland or shrubs, flower borders and water features. Many of the plant species used at amenity sites are not native to the UK.

Species associated with parks and amenity grasslands include blackbird, song thrush, magpie and hedgehog. Where areas of fruit-bearing trees occur autumn migrants may include redwing and waxwings amongst others. Areas of mature woodland will provide food and shelter for many bat species including pipistrelle and Daubenton’s.

	Where are they found in the uk?


Parks and amenity grasslands are a feature of most towns and cities across the UK. They vary in extent and type according to the ‘townscape’ in which they occur. Some of the best examples of parks date from the Victorian and Edwardian periods. Amenity grasslands tend to be a more common feature of towns planned in the second  half of the 20th century. School grounds, churchyards and cemeteries are effectively ubiquitous.


	Why are PARKS AND AMENITY GRASSLANDS of 

	conservation importance?


Intensively managed amenity grassland is of little biodiversity value because of the limited variety in plant species and structure. However, there is the potential to make many of these sites “biodiversity friendly” without compromising their use as amenity sites. Parks can play a very important role in the education of the general public by providing examples of wildlife friendly management. School grounds offer considerable potential for biodiversity gain and environmental education. Extensively managed churchyards and cemeteries can be of high biodiversity value especially in the context of intensively managed urban or urban-fringe areas.

	Parks and amenity grasslands in the Durham Area


	What is the state of PARKS AND AMENITY GRASSLANDS  

	in the Durham area?


The North and South Marine Parks in South Shields are important for migrating birds. Roker Park in Sunderland is currently undergoing development work to increase its 
biodiversity value. Newton Aycliffe municipal golf course has incorporated wildlife friendly aspects into its course design. A number of local schools have been  involved in the Eco-schools campaign but there is little detailed information on churchyards and cemeteries in the Plan area.

	Where do they occur in the Durham Area ?


Parks and amenity grasslands can be found in all towns and some outlying areas in the Plan area, although the density and relative area of each in relation to the other varies according to the age of the settlement and its  layout.  Schools, churches and cemeteries are found in most settlements across the Plan area.

	THE BIODIVERSITY OF PARKS AND AMENITY 

	 GRASSLANDS IS at risk from:


Use of herbicides and pesticides, which reduce the  variety of species present.

Frequency of cutting and fertiliser use which produces a uniform sward of limited species.

Water application and drainage, which alters the presence of species complement.

Use of peat - peat is a non-renewable resource the use of which damages internationally important habitats.

Excessive tidiness - removing all fallen leaves decomposing plant material, constant change of plants in flowerbeds and removal of dead timber. These activities remove areas of shelter for a variety of invertebrates and vertebrates as well as removing valuable food supplies. 

Use of non-native species - whilst some species can adapt to exploit non-native species e.g. redwings on northern whitebeam, there are generally fewer species associated with non-native trees than native ones.   For example, sycamore has been growing in the UK for only 500 years and supports less than 20 species of  invertebrates whilst oak, which is a native, supports over 300 species of invertebrates.

	THE BIODIVERSITY OF Parks and amenity 

	 grasslands benefits from:


Limited and targeted use of herbicides and pesticides.

Use of grassland margins as areas managed at low intensity as refuges for plants, insects and birds.

Planting of hedges and areas of scrub and trees to provide shelter on amenity grasslands.

Species-specific, targeted use of bird and bat boxes.

Recreation management including dog free zones, ball game zones and quiet areas.

Parks and amenity grasslands
Mixtures of formal and informal planting areas with more permanent planting.

Use of wildlife friendly gardening techniques including composting, log piles and leaf collections.

Participation in national ‘green’ campaigns such as ‘eco-schools’ and ‘Living Churchyards and Cemeteries Project’.

The creation of wildlife gardens or biodiversity friendly features e.g. small pond/wetland.

	Important species for  PARKS AND AMENITY GRASSLANDS


	Bats
	***
	Hegdgehogs
	

	Song thrush
	**
	Blackbird
	

	Magpie
	
	Fieldfare
	

	Redwing
	
	Spotted flycatcher
	

	Fox
	
	
	


	OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO PARKS AND AMENITY GRASSLANDS:


	Gardens and allotments
	*

	Improved grassland
	*

	Urban habitats
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 2000.

***  indicates action plan to be produced in 2001.

	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE BIODIVERSITY OF parks and amenity grasslands in the durham area:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Enhance the existing biodiversity interest in parks and amenity grasslands.

	ONGOING

	Target 2
	Use public parks to promote  wildlife friendly gardening    techniques in all parks in Plan area.


	ONGOING

	Target 3
	Establish three parks in the Plan area as case study examples of ‘good biodiversity practice’ in parks.


	2004

	Target 4
	Encourage a minimum of 10  local schools and 10 churchyards to become involved in their    relevant national campaigns to encourage biodiversity in their grounds.


	2005




Parks and amenity grasslands

	
	
	
	

	Action
	date
	Possible partners
	Meets

	 Policy and legislation

Encourage the development of woodland burial plots in the Plan area.

Seek designation of parks and amenity 

     grasslands as local nature reserves.

Seek to influence Britain in Bloom’s     judging criteria in all competitions so that peat free entries receive a positive    weighting.

End the use of peat products in all publicly       run sites.

Encourage schools to join Eco-school 

    programme.

Encourage churchyards to join ‘Living churchyards’ campaign.
	2005

2004

2005

2004

ONGOING

2005
	LA21, LA’s, DBAP

EN, LAs

DBAP

LAs, DWT

LA21, DBAP, Waste Wise, Going for Green, DWT, School Grounds Project

LA21, DBAP, Living Churchyards Group
	1

1

2

2

4

4

	 site safeguard and management

Promote activity zoning in public parks.

Promote use of wildlife friendly gardening techniques in public parks.

Develop examples of biodiversity-friendly       best practice in at least 3 case study parks in the Plan area.
	2004

ONGOING

2004
	LAs

DWT, LAs, LA21, DBAP

LA’s, LA21, DBAP
	1

2

2

	Research and monitoring

Undertake an audit of the biodiversity value of parks and amenity grasslands, schools, churchyards and cemeteries.

Develop a monitoring programme for a   series of indicator species including song thrush and bats.
	2004

2009
	LAs, LA21, DBAP

LAs, DBAP, RSPB, DWT, DBC, Durham Bat Group
	1

1

	ADVISORY

Work with Durham School Grounds Officer to encourage schools to manage their land in a  better way for biodiversity.

Produce guidance sheets for different types of parks and amenity grasslands.

Promote more environmentally aware     design and management of golf courses.

Develop DBAP Biodiversity / Education package and distribute to all schools in Plan area.
	ONGOING

2004

2009

2002
	Durham SGO, DBAP

LAs, DBAP, LA21

LAs, LA21, DBAP

LA’s, LA21, DBAP, DWT
	1,  4

1

1

1, 4

	COMMUNICATION AND PUBLICITY

16. Raise awareness of biodiversity value of parks and amenity grasslands.

17. Use public parks as educational tool for  wildlife friendly gardening techniques.
	ONGOING

ONGOING
	DBAP, LAs, LA21

LAs, LA21, DWT
	1

1,  2


